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| THE WAYSIDE INN
Corner of Post Road & Wayside Lane
Searsdale, Yestchester Co. N. Y.

Tts Locution

Although long ago convarted to other uses, this buil&ing, onee
an inn, was Qf g0 much cornsejuence in sluge-coach and tavern tiwmes,
on account of its convenient situstion on the Post Koad to Hew York
(known locally as the White Plains Road) thut it haus retained its
old designation. It stunds in the shade of severul handsome trees
and cloze to the road on the west side of the highway just south of
the fine modern High Schoel in the northeastern part of the Village
of Scarsdale, in Ylestchester Co., N. Y. Ovmed =inrce 1919 by the
Village, it row merves as the rublic Library.

Its Deseription

As appears in the drawirgs, the building has four distinet but
connected units. The one ut the south ond was the earliest. From
rary definite indications, it .ossibly detes fro. the seventeenth
eentury, certainly frow the early eighteenth. The next tw Qnits
are of the aighteenth and nineteonth centuries respeetively; and
the lust one, on the west side, is the firsproof stackroom Luwilt in
the twentieth century. It is all of wooud excepting the stackroom
vihich is of hollow tils covered with clapbourds.  Architecturally,
therefore, the building is of recculiar irterest.

48 viewed by the architects of the present ﬁurvey; she original
or southerly part has the churn of prosortica und scale indicative of
its early time. It is en example of the simple farmhéuse type of
construction, & story und u half bigh without cellar, huaving a narrow
sorch with siuple chamfered posts across the entire front, and small

dormer windows in the roof. Tt exhibits an early American practice
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in fraie btuilding construction = the "braced fraue" structure - g -

having .alls with large corher and intermediate posts, zirts,
'braées, nlates and sills, all housed, aortised and pegged together,
“un@ cany strucbural members projecting bevond the finished pluster
lines. In some wirdows the upper sash was fized; in obhers both
sash moved. Yeveral sssh show wide, crude sesh-burs, other of
more.nearly weodern appesrance; some of the zlass appears to be
originel.

This First unit, it: sids undsr the porch stil) covered with the
driginal big hard-split and shaped shingles, is in excellent repair,
and sz originally designed, with the exception of .inor changss in
purtitions necessitated by changing uss. The cornices and trim
are chviously original; they are very crude and coarse in detail.

The entruance door and hardware are origiral. The secord story shous

the original floor bheosrds.

The middle unit, which rht have hezen added a century later, is
two &-d g half storiss high. Stilted and ungrucaful, it weas prob-
ably built for purely utiliterian svrposen to meet thse reeds of the
buiiding's oooupuncy us an inn. It wus oovared with shiinzles,und
housed Lhe custémary large coocking Tirenlace uand bulte ovens, sund has
& cellar. In the first and =ecoend stories srs sesn the original,
randon, -tde ouk floor-boards. The white-~nine wainsmcot of the Tirst
snd 2id e urits, us @1l ws the stairs and fireplaces, are orizinal

and ir good condition.

éa;
The northern unit, distinetly wore undern, was built perhaps 75

HEArsS LE0. It has two stories and cellar, with & modsrn kitchen on

the first floor und ted rooms above. e two latest additions are
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covered with claphouards, (From field-notes of the srchitects of -
the present survey).

Its Date and fizstory

The original farmhouse is fhé oldest landuwmrk ir the Town of
Searsdale. The approxisate date when it tes buillt is deternined
through dascriptions in its title-deeds. Briefly, the abstract of
title shows the grant of the Manor of Scarsdale to Caleb Heathcote by
King William III on iurch 21, 1701; the conveysnce of the plot on
which tﬁe house stunds frow Heatheole to bdgund Tompkine, April 22,
1717; from Tompkins' widow to John Tompkins (of hustchester), who
in 1722 =0ld to Abrahes Hyatt this plot (100 acres) described as "Fox
ileadows"; wnd next, in 1729, conveyance ®rom Uvatt to Thosas Hadden
who remsined in po~ssssion until 1?61. The Tatest published account
of the Yayside inr, wriuten by

Thomes J. narris, M. D., of Scarsdale, and ;rinted

ir The Juarterly Bulletin of the “Westchester Co.:
ity Goe., Vol. 111, ro. 4 {Oet., 1927} pp. 3-5,

.

points out that the bounderies described in the deed to fyatt are the
sude &f Lhose to Hudden, ut the latter's deed mentions "houses, barn,
orchards, garden, fences, ste”. There Lzing & house on the land in
1729, it is Yikely Ffrom present appeurances that it was this one.

The date cun therefore be placed probably Letweesn 1722 and 1729.
Scharf, however, in nis

Hist. of “estchester Co., Vo. I, p. 084,

H

says the house was built by "a farwer, finddon by name". It is never-
thelegs 1ikely thut i1t is all of 200 years old.
In 1775 it came into the vossession of & fumily of Hew York

tuvern-kespers, butchers and drovers naved Varian.
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During the Kevolution; Jmmes and ichael Varian who ocoupied it
ware ardsnt patriots,.as were nlso their brothers Richard and Isasac.
JhmBS'ﬁgs & lisutenant in a company of “estchester 4ilitia. A bronze
tablet placed on the house in 1927 by the Vestehester Co. Historical
Socieﬁy says 1t was "a meeting place “or Scarsdale patriots and the
sceneg of repeatgd sttacks by British soldiers”. This is confirmed by
incidents related by &charf and Dr. Harris,

Col. Jonathan Variaen, James's son, cornspilcuous in the ¥ar of 1812,
continued to ksep the old homestesd as & bavern until his death in
1824; and affter him u third generation of Variane cowducted i1t as an
inn for nany vears.

Scharf, writing in

1386 {Vol. I, pp. 680-8B1),
said that the 2l-mile-stone, beurirg date 1773, wag still staﬁding on
the PTost koud =zouth of the house. “ayside Inn wes the last stopping-
pluce for drovers of catile from the Ohlo towns en route to Hew York
City. They turned the cattle loose in the adjoining usHstures,
monetines for several days, to rest here cr scll ire cattle to dealers,
"Phe nastures of the tavern extended to the north and .est of the house,
and, w ti) of lste years the burns, in whieh were stored large quun-
tities of fodder for the Arovasrs, stord, as of old, to the west of the
tavern itself".

The Varians corntirusd te ocouny the Tnn down to 1851, “hen it was
bought by Charles Bugler whose daughter, the late kuily Butler,
sregantad it to the Village of Scarsdale in 1513, (See Dr. Harrist
article , ahove cited).

It then hecams the home of +the Woman's Jlud of Scursdale who at

VARGE EXOUrn s PeoprareD 1T .
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large exvense rastored it to 1is foramer condition. The apen stone %~

terrace on the west was added for this olub.
(Ibid) |
On Fovember 1; 1927, the Village bozrd of trustees passed a
‘resolution that the "Wayside Cotbage" be used a8 u publie library when.
vacated by Lhe Yoman's (lub. The steackroom, the one-story wing on the
swest ride, was mdded in 1928, and in thet year the Wouan's Club movad
into their ne« building. The reusson for this dhange was stuted in
ths annuel re?brt of the Club's president for 1927-28: "7ayside had
Loen wiven to the Village of fcursdale for the use of the women by
Wiss Sutler, hut the deed of pift did not perwmit us to add to ths little
houge, so we vwers forced by‘our greatly inreased menbership to seek
& home elsevhere'.
Written, Awril 3, 1834 by

Nmas (W Hplobidcsn

Thomas ¥. Yotchkiss
118 vine S%t., Peekskill, N. Y.

Anproved: :

Reiniondt [75% by e




.

Location:

Pregsent Qwner

and Occupant:

HAES

NY
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY bO- SCARD
WAYSIDE INN n-

An addendum to
Wayside Inn

Scarsdale, New York
in HABS Catalog (19L41)

Post Road and Wayside Lane, Scarsdale, Westchester
County, New York

Junior League of Scarsdale

Information provided by: John Zukowsky
Architectural Historian
Hudson River Museum
Yonkers, New York 10701
March 1975




